
northcoastjournal.com  •  Thursday, June 23, 2022  •  NORTH COAST JOURNAL   21

T he recent mass shoot-
ings have been deeply 
painful for all of us, 
and by “all of us” I 
mean gun manufactur-

ers, lobbyists and our staunch 
allies in government. Even with-
out the burden of a human soul, 
it’s exhausting fielding questions 
about whether the endless 
stream of tragedies in America is 
somehow linked to the flood of 
firearms we’ve worked so hard 
to keep flowing. And so we’ve 
created a flowchart to help you 
pivot away from damning statis-
tics and headlines, and toward 
tried and true scapegoats. Then 
we can all get back to shrugging 
helplessly at the inevitability of 
innocent people being mowed 
down in schools, churches, 
offices and markets. These are 
troubled and violent times, after 
all. We’re gonna need more guns.
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SO, IF IT ISN’T THE EASY 
ACCESS TO GUNS, INCLUDING 
AR-15-STYLE WEAPONS (AND 

IT’S DEFINITELY NOT) ...

Did the shooter have a 
history of mental illness? 

Were they from a 
tradtional white, 

Christian family like 
on TLC but not the 

polygamist one?

Have they ever
heard of abortion?

Have they ever been 
to a drag queen 

story hour?  

Was there more than 
one point of entry 

to the building? 

How many guns
were there?

Was anyone there 
unarmed? Anyone? 

Kids? Pets?

Well, there’s your
problem. We’re

gonna need more guns.

A straight-up
underground

concrete bunker. 

What about 
racism or

misogyny? 

Yeah, we just file 
those under “mental 

illness” now. 

What are you only checking 
LinkdIn? Whatever. “Any-
one who’d commit such a 

heinous act, blah, blah, etc.” 
Blame mental illness. A lot 

of nuts out there.

Have they 
seen literally any 
action movies? 

Obviously this guy is 
mentally ill and signs were 
missed. Close one, though!

That’s just 
un-American;
is he foreign? 

Score! Blame the
collapse of the

traditional family.
We need to defend

our values.

Blame the 
queens and deviant 

LGBTQ culture — it’s hot 
right now. (But delete 

your Grindr account first.)  

Blame women and the cruelty 
of bullying and cancel culture. 

If anybody balks, just yell 
“cancel culture” over and over. 

And suggest more guns.

We’re gonna need
more guns. What the hell 

kind of question 
is that??

Were there
unarmed adults?

Listen, this is America.
Every adult should have 
something that can take 

down a chopper in the hand 
that isn’t holding the fancy 
coffee that’s definitely the 
reason they’re poor. We’re 

gonna need more guns.
Were the children 
armed? What were 

they wearing?

Nice. Blame abortion because 
allowing women bodily autonomy 

destroys the sanctity of life in 
society, unlike the unfettered 

proliferation of military-level guns.

Maybe he was 
rejected by women 

or bullied by 
children? 

But was it a nigh
invulnerable fortress?

Well, that was easy. 
Any reasonable person 
agrees schools, markets 
and offices should only 
be accessed by 100-foot 
mine shafts. Guns don’t 
kill, architecture does. 

It was a literal military base 
full of trained personnel.

Huh. Maybe it’s lack of background 
checks and easy access to weapons 
solely meant for taking human life. 

Kidding! Let’s shift gears.

What do you
mean by fortress?

Like a prison?

Do they play violent 
video games?

(Including Mario 
Kart here.) 

Well, clearly the shooter was 
brainwashed by violent video 

games, which never would have 
happened if he’d just played with 

actual guns like the ones GOP 
representatives’ kids are always 

holding in family portraits.

Sounds like the inevitable 
result of Hollywood 

glamorizing gun culture. But 
toss in something about 

movies promoting the gay 
lifestyle anyway — it’s 
really getting traction.

Blame immigration! 
Didn’t think we’d wedge 
it in here but sometimes 

things just work out.

Uh, yeah, it wasn’t the 
zombie apocalypse, so ...

Blame abortion/the
collapse of the family. 

And defunding the 
police. Cover
your bases.

If they’re not strapped 
with bandoliers full of 
ammo and swathed in 

ballistic blankets, they’re 
kind of asking for it.

You’re being really 
negative right now. But 

let’s go with blaming the 
victims for not having 

any/enough guns.

Boom. Blame mental illness. 
Everyone knows if you put a gun 
in a room full of people, only the 
crazy one is going to commit mass 
murder and that’s why we have to 
make sure there’s a gun in every 
room — to root them out and 

finally solve this terrible mental 
health crisis.

You need a 
bunker. And guns.


